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MERI LECTURE TO FOCUS ON TOXIC TEFLON CHEMICALS IN U.S. DRINKING WATER
A new Harvard study shows show the drinking water of 6 million Americans --and likely
many more-- is contaminated with highly fluorinated chemicals associated with serious
health problems. The chemicals, known as “PFCs”, are used as stain and water repellents in
everyday products like non-stick cookware and fast food wrapping. Two PFCs, PFOA, the key
ingredient in DuPont’s Teflon and PFOS, 3M’s Scotchguard chemical, are also used in
firefighting foams at military sites and airports, and have caused widespread contamination
of groundwater supplies across the country.
Award-winning investigative reporter Sharon Lerner, who writes about chemicals, health
and environment for The Intercept, was one of the first journalists to investigate how these
chemicals wound up in drinking water and warn the public about the health hazards they
pose to communities. The Intercept guarantees editorial independence in the pursuit of
stories their reporters believe in. This philosophy has enabled Sharon Lerner to investigate
polluting chemicals by following a toxic trail from production sources to ground water,
drinking water, and eventually, the oceans.
Sharon Lerner's presentation “PFOA: How It Got Into US Drinking Water and Waterways
Around The World”is part of this year’s lecture series Driving Change To Save the Planet at
the Marine & Environmental Research Institute (MERI) on Wednesday, September 7. These
lectures are free and open to the public at the MERI Center For Environmental Studies, 55
Main St. Blue Hill. The 6pm talk is preceded by a reception for the speaker at 5.30pm. As
seating is limited, please arrive early. For more information, call 207-374-2135 or email
info@meriresearch.org
As Lerner was bringing attention to PFOA in public drinking water, new studies by scientists
from Harvard and Denmark revealed that PFOA and PFOS are much more toxic at extremely
low doses than previously thought. In addition to reproductive effects, shorter duration of
breastfeeding, and loss of immune resilience in children have been documented. In Maine,
PFC contamination of water is a concern. The US Navy is testing residential wells near
Maine's Brunswick Naval Air Station for evidence that PFCs have migrated from the airfield
into the water table.
“We are just beginning to appreciate how serious the problem of fluorinated
chemical contamination may be for wildlife and people in Maine and around the
world,“ said Dr. Susan Shaw, the Institute's Founder and Director. “From our

research on harbor seals, we know these chemicals are not just contaminating
groundwater, they are filling up our oceans, and this needs to stop.”
This week, Dr. Shaw is leading a focus group of international scientists over two days to
address the global problem of PFC contamination at the Dioxin 2016 Symposium in Italy
(www.dioxin2016.org). Her Summary of new findings will be available on the MERI website
(www.meriresearch.org).
In addition to The Intercept, Sharon Lerner's work has also appeared in The New York
Times, The Nation, The American Prospect and The Washington Post, among other
publications. She has received awards from The Society for Environmental Journalists, The
American Public Health Association, the Women and Politics Institute, and The
Newswoman’s Club of New York. Her journalism honors include a National Headliner
Award, and two Front Page Awards, as well as awards from the Society of Environmental
Journalists, the American Public Health Association, and the Public Health Association of
New York City.
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The Marine & Environmental Research Institute in Blue Hill, Maine, is a nonprofit scientific
organization dedicated to protecting wildlife and people from the harmful impacts of toxic
chemical exposure. For more information, please visit the Institute online at
www.meriresearch.org, e-mail info@meriresearch.org or call 207-374-2135. Media contact:
Veronica Young

